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xiv. 17) "the Kingdom of God is not eating and
drinking, but righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost/5 Now I must confess that at first sight these passages
do indeed support the view that the kingdom of God is not
something outward and visible, something in the future, but is
something at present existing, some condition of the mind and
heart. And in face of testimonies so conflicting as those we
have considered, and on each side so distinct and decided, I
should despair by any mere collating and comparing of
passages of ever arriving at any conclusion. My aim is rather
to see if some general statement cannot be found, which will
exhibit these conflicting and apparently contradictory passages,
as merely different aspects of one harmonious whole. In
attemp/ting this, an analogy will perhaps help to make our
position the more clear. If then we picture to ourselves a
detach ment of the Salvation Army going for the first time into
the slums of some great city, it is evident that although the
salvation which they offer is really something to be enjoyed in
a future life, it may still in a secondary sense be said to have
come 'nigh to their hearers, to be something present and in the
midst (of them, and to already exist where a certain disposition
or attitude of mind and heart is found. Now the same may
be said with equal and indeed with greater truth of the
Kingdom of God. For whereas with the Salvation Army the
continuity of the offered salvation is broken by the change of
place from this world to the heavenly world after death, with
the kingdom of God there is no such break; for if we are right
in believing it to have been a kingdom on earth, the
promised kingdom is conterminous as it were with the
preparatory kingdom; the men who are members of the
Church and who are alive at the coming of the Messiah,
being the same men who after his coming will make up
the kingdom of God, no change of place or personnel
having occurred, nothing having happened save the sudden
advent of the Messiah in their midst together with the